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IAU – International Astronomical Union

Founded in Rome 1919

About 13000 individual members 

Countries: 92

INTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMICAL UNION

• OYA - Young Astronomers, Oslo

• OAO – Outreach - Tokyo 

• OAE – Education – Heidelberg

• OAD – Development – Cape Town

Haus der 

Astronomie 



• OAE Center Italy was established in 2021 thanks to a MoU among INAF, IAU and OAE

• OAE Center Italy is an IAU international office 

• It’s part of the IAU Office of Astronomy for Education

• It is hosted and supported by INAF

• It’s a diffuse office, with formal hq in OAR

OAE Center Italy: what….



OAE Center Italy: people

140 Keuro/yr

Annual budget
provided by INAF

FTE
5.5-5.8

Manager: Stefano Sandrelli

Deputy: Livia Giacomini 

Officer: Federica Duras; 
Gloria Tirabassi



1. International activities in the Mediterranean region

2. International Person-centred learning practices 

3. astroEDU

Focus areas



https://astro4edu.org/

IAU - Office of Astronomy for Education: a diffuse office
Centers, Nodes & NAECS



OAE

Centers 
& 

Nodes

NAECsteachers

students

IAU - Office of Astronomy for Education: a diffuse office

National Astronomy Education Coordinators



National Astronomy Education Coordinators Italy: people



1. Teachers’ training

2. Production of peer-reviewed resources for teachers/students 

3. Organization/coordination of: 

I. co-design/collaborative participation projects

II. meeting/workshop/summer school 

III. Outreach events

IV. JEDI – justice, equity, diversity, inclusion initiatives

CHE COSA FA I-OAE

In collaborazione o meno con: OAE, altri centers/nodes, NAECs italiani o meno



Building a community 
education

Bottom-up process



TTP
In collaboration with OAE Heidelberg, Italy, India

Teachers’ Training

Coordinatrice: Stefania Varano 



ITP@Canary Islands
In collaboration with CERN & INAF & Fund. Galileo

Teachers’ Training

Resp. Scientifico: Adriano Fontana



Resources

Astro
Glossary
In collaboration with 
Centers & Nodes

Coordinarmento: Giuliana Giobbi

English 402/402
Italian 402/263(+6)
Arabic 81/1
French 367/33
Chinese 401/0
German 401/0
Spanish 27/3
Portuguese (BR) 45/0
Portuguese (PT) 1/0
Persian 29/0 

translated/approved



Resources

Livia Giacomini
Editor-in-Chief

https://astroedu.iau.org
astroEDU



https://astroedu.iau.org3 versions 
(English,   Italian 
and Spanish)… 

and other 2 
versions  coming 

soon!

>150 activities in 
three languages

Who is using it? 
Teachers;  
students; parents; 
researchers; 
Public outreach Officers

Since September 
2023: a new 

activity published 
each month !

All activities are 
peer-reviewed



Syria
Lebanon

Turkey

Morocco

Portugal

Spain

France

Italy

Croatia
Slovenia

Egypt Palestine

Tunisia

Grecia

Montenegro

Cipro

Israele

14 NAECs, 
10 countries

Co-design

MIRTO-STEAM Med
2022



Output

7 publications on

4 booklets with 7 activities in 
English, French, Arabic, Italian



From Lampedusa to the IAU Shaw Regional School

Lampedusa 
2022

Morocco 
2023

Istanbul 
2024

Grant OAE

Egypt 
2025

?

Grant 
I-OAE

Grant 
I-OAE

Grant 
I-OAE

Grant University



• 60 applications from 30 countries,
(priority was given to Mediterranean
countries).

• 32 participants
(25 international and 7 national) 
representing 16 countries

MASTED
MASTED convened NAECs, science educators, teachers, and researchers
in the field of astronomy education from the culturally diverse countries of
the Mediterranean basin.

5 participant-led
activity workshops

h t t p s : / / s i t e s . g o o g l e . c o m / v i e w / m a s t e d /

The Mediterranean Regional SHAW-IAU Workshop on Astronomy for Education (MASTED)
16–20 October 2024, Istanbul, Türkiye - In person



Co-design

Sabir

Coordinated by 
Dunja Fabian, Gloria 
Tirabassi, Stefano Sandrelli

Goal: promoting and encouraging innovative, 
open, critical learning by producing Inquiry-
Based Learning activities for high school 
students. 

Italy, Slovenia, Turkey, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Spain



The project phases

Alignment about the processFebruary

What IBL is for us - Activities candidatesMarch

Initial structure of the activity (Morocco, Lebanon)April

Initial structure of the activity (Turkey, Spain)May

Co-design of all activities
June

and July

In person residency in MilanSeptember

Milan 2-6 Sept. 2024

Co-design

Sabir



● Aysegul: Asteroid Mining – mostly new. 

● Hassane & Zakaria: Exploring Exoplanets: The transit method 

– mostly new. 

● Jean-Pierre & Marc: 3,2,1… water rockets – well tested in a 

non IBL context. 

● Nayra & Alejandra: Our place in the Universe – well tested 

in a not totally IBL context. 

The chosen activities



•Astronomy education research

•Teaching methods and tools

•Astronomy education in schools in 
practice (primary and secondary 
schools)

International meeting

Shaw-IAU workshop 
on astronomy for 
education

•Science focus: Galaxies

•Special topic: Teaching 
with authentic data and the 
Science focus is on Galaxies.  

Online, free: 18-21 novembre 2025



Progetti 2025

1. OAE shared projects: Glossary, TTP, IAU-Shaw, astroEDU

2. Follow-up
• FR.E.SCO: GBL, PL for primary & middle school 
• SABIR: IBL for high school

3. Summer School, with OAE Center Egypt, 1-3 september

4. AMACA – Festival Astronomia Castellaro Lagusello

5. JEDI – justice, equity, diversity and inclusion



Equal day 2025





General output 2022-2024

• 9 publications on

• 40 talks @ international workshops

• 2 Research publication + 3-4 ongoing

• 8 talks @ national workshops

• 4 posters @ international workshops

• 8 news on national or international magazines 



COLLABORARE CON I-OAE
https://forms.gle/YmwXXFPKw6xJZHwM6



https://edu.inaf.it/oae_italia/brochure/

https://www.astro4edu.org/locations/italy

https://edu.inaf.it/tag/oae-italia/

To know more…
oae@inaf.it



Qualcuno mi ha detto 
che certo le mie poesie 
non cambieranno il mondo 

Io rispondo che certo sì
le mie poesie 
non cambieranno il mondo

Patrizia Cavalli, 1974



#astronomyforabetterworld
• Respect
• Dialogue
• Critical thinking

Felix the Cat ©Pat Sullivan

Report 2023 


